
Exceptional waterfront development opportunity

For sale as a whole.
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Ref BL4601-005

• 1.02 acres.
• Iconic location in an historic setting on the quayside.
• Any development would have the potential of commanding 

exceptional views of the River Tweed and its estuary.
• Easily accessible and convenient location.



SITUATION
Berwick upon Tweed stands midway between Edinburgh and Newcastle upon Tyne in north Northumberland 
on the east coast with the Scottish Border being approximately 2 miles to the north.  The town (population 
approximately 14,000) remains a traditional market town and also has some notable architectural features, 
in particular its medieval town walls, Georgian town hall, Elizabeth ramparts and Britain’s earliest barrack 
buildings.  Berwick also has a comprehensive range of shopping facilities and a wealth of leisure and 
recreational opportunities with a modern theatre and arts centre (The Maltings) and sports centre (The Swan 
Centre).  

For more than 400 years the area was central to the historic Border Wars between the Kingdoms of Scotland 
and England and several times possession of the town changed hands between the two kingdoms.  This 
rich and colourful history is illustrated by the coastal castles at Holy Island, Bamburgh and Dunstable and 
many other priories and abbeys which stretch from the mouth of the river along the Tweed Valley.  The east 
coast is famous for its magnificent sandy beaches and steepling cliffs and offers sailing, sea fishing and first 
class diving for the enthusiast.  The coastline also provides rich wildlife and birdlife which proves popular 
with enthusiasts travelling to the area to view.  The area has a number of excellent golf links and inland 
courses including those at Berwick, Goswick, Eyemouth, The Hirsel and Dunbar.  The River Tweed and its 
tributaries are world famous for salmon fishing whilst there are several local riding schools and numerous 
local countryside walks.

Transport links are excellent with the A1 being on the edge of the town, one of the main arterial routes 
between England and Scotland.  The town has a mainline railway station which provides regular services to 
Edinburgh (40 minutes), Newcastle (40 minutes) and London (3½ hours).  

THE SITE
The site extends to approximately 1.02 acres (0.45 hectares) and is a waterfront property which commands 
exceptional views over the River Tweed and its estuary particularly to the south and southwest but also to 
the west and north.  The Shoregate site was developed from around 1750, initially as a series of jetties and 
quays which appear to have been built off the town wall and led into the estuary.  The area was ultimately 
reclaimed so by the mid-19th century the site had been built up to such a level as to enable it to house the 
Berwick shipyard and associated businesses and offices as well as a slipway which eventually closed in 1979.  
Most of the remaining buildings were demolished in or around the turn of the century and at the same time 
the riverside wall itself was refurbished.  There has been little commercial usage on the site over the last 30 
years and as a brownfield waterfront site is ripe for redevelopment.

The site subject to planning consent has the potential for numerous uses including residential, commercial 
or leisure.  The site could form part of a redevelopment of the quayside of which there is considerable support 
for.

The site includes two buildings with The Customs Watch House situated at the south end of the property.

Around 2005-2007 an architectural practice worked with Berwick Borough Council and other relevant 
authorities, statutory undertakers and privatised utilities in order to facilitate development of the site.  
Various different designs and layouts were prepared and these focussed principally on the construction of 
town houses and apartments with, in some instances, a restaurant and limited amount of workspace.  This 
has been put on hold for various reasons in recent years.

OFFERS & METHOD OF SALE
The property is offered for sale as a whole with vacant possession by private treaty.
A closing date for offers may be fixed and all interested parties are advised to register their interest with the 
Selling Agents.

The Sellers shall not be bound to accept the highest or indeed any offer.

VIEWING 
By appointment with the sole Selling Agents.

TENURE
Freehold.
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES
1. Northumberland County Council, County 

Hall, Morpeth, NE61 2EF.  
2. Scottish Power, Cathcart Business Park, 

Spean Street, Glasgow, G44 4BE.  
3. Northumbrian Water, Northumbria House, 

Abbey Road, Durham, DH1 5FJ.
4. Environment Agency, Tyneside House, 

Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle Business Park, 
Tyne & Wear, NE4 7AR.

RIGHTS, EASEMENTS & OUTGOINGS
The property is sold subject to and with the 
benefit of all rights of way, whether public or 
private and any existing or proposed wayleaves, 
easements, servitude rights, restrictions or 
burdens of whatever kind, whether referred to 
in these particulars or not.  The Purchaser(s) will 
be held to have satisfied themselves on all such 
matters.

PLANS
The plans incorporated within these particulars 
are based upon the Ordnance Survey with the 
sanction of the Controller of H.M. Stationery 
Office.  Crown Copyright is reserved (ES753270).  
These plans are published for the convenience of 
prospective Purchasers only.  Their accuracy is not 
guaranteed.

GUIDE TO INTERESTED PARTIES
Whilst we use our best endeavours to make our 
sales details accurate and reliable, please contact 
us if there is any point which you wish to clarify.  
We will be pleased to check this information 
for you, particularly if you are contemplating 
travelling some distance to view the property.  
These particulars were prepared in May 2021.  
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
Edwin Thompson for themselves and for the Vendor of this property, whose Agents they are, give notice that:
1. The particulars are set out as a general outline only for the guidance of intending purchasers and do not constitute, nor constitute part of, any offer or contract.
2. All descriptions, dimensions, plans, reference to condition and necessary conditions for use and occupation and other details are given in good faith and are believed to be correct, but 
any intending purchasers should not rely on them as statements or representations of fact, but must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise as to their correctness.
3. No person in the employment of Edwin Thompson has any authority to make or give any representation or warranty whatsoever in relation to this property or these particulars, nor 
to enter into any contract relating to the property on behalf of the Agents, nor into any contract on behalf of the Vendor.
4. No responsibility can be accepted for loss or expense incurred in viewing the property or in any other way in the event of the property being sold or withdrawn.
5. These particulars were prepared in April 2021.

Berwick upon Tweed    
Carlisle    
Galashiels    
Kendal
Keswick    
Newcastle
Windermere

Edwin Thompson is the generic trading 
name for Edwin Thompson Property 
Services Limited, a Limited Company 
registered in England and Wales  
(no. 07428207) 

Registered office: 28 St John’s Street, 
Keswick, Cumbria, CA12 5AF.

Regulated by RICS

44/48 Hide Hill  
Berwick upon Tweed  
Northumberland  
TD15 1AB

T:  01289 304432  
F:  01289 302027
E:   berwick@edwin-thompson.co.uk
W:  edwin-thompson.co.uk


